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Sir 27:4-7; 1 Cor 15:54-58; Lk 6:39-45 

 Nobody likes a know-it-all.  You know … that person who has an answer for everything, who 

can spot the fault in another person from 100 feet away (not noticing their own faults), who makes out 

that they are an expert on every topic.  The last thing we want that person to do is to tell us that we are in 

the wrong  But the fact is, in order to grow we all need people to tell us when we are wrong - and we 

want them to be able to know what they are talking about (without being a know-it-all).  At other times, 

we are in the position to have noticed a problem with another person and may think we should say 

something, but we don’t want to be that “know-it-all” either … so what are we supposed to do?  How do 

we know that we are speaking with knowledge, but not like the know-it-all?  What is the response in 

love that Our Lord would want us to take in these situations? 

 So let’s break that down.  To respond to the other person properly, we must do it in love, with 

knowledge, and not like the know-it-all.  Let’s look at each of these separately.  First responding in love.  

In the Gospel of Matthew Jesus ends the parable of the lost sheep by saying it is not the will of your 

heavenly Father that one of these little ones be lost.  He then immediately speaks explains how to 

correct others: If your brother sins, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he listens to 

you, you have won over your brother.  Jesus is connecting the loving act of God in not wanting a sheep 

to go astray to our own action of correcting each other.  In our world today it seems that we are told that 

if you don’t agree with a person, and support whatever they say and do, then you don’t love them.  This 

is not the case.  A parent who loves their child does not allow them to drink the drain cleaner under the 

sink even when the child says:  “if you loved me you wouldn’t get in the way of what I want.”  Love 

demands speaking to the other in truth, love demands caring enough about the other that we risk them 

being mad at us when we correct them, love cares more for the welfare of another than our own 

popularity.  So loving others means making making the effort to correct them. 

 Secondly we have to correct others with knowledge.  It is tempting to advise others by grabbing 

a few simple pieces of cultural wisdom that we have seen on Facebook or on a refrigerator magnet.  But 

too often our secular culture is not feeding us with the wisdom of God, but a God-less philosophy that 

denies the reality of God.  The presence of God in the universe, the reality of God in designing and 

planning our world, the certainty of an afterlife prepared for us by God - all of this demand that we 



cannot leave God out of the equation - we can’t present a God-less philosophy and expect that it really 

covers the whole truth.  In the second reading, after St. Paul speaks of eternal life - when [that] which is 

corruptible clothes itself with incorruptibility, and this which is mortal clothes itself with immortality - 

he speaks of work we have to do.  Jesus is clear that arriving at this state of eternal life depends on 

following Him, so … we have to know what we need to do to follow Him - from Jesus Himself, and not 

from a self-proclaimed cultural guru.  St. Paul Says: Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters, be firm, 

steadfast, always fully devoted to the work of the Lord (of the Lord), knowing that in the Lord (in the 

Lord) your labor is not in vain.  We have to study the truths of the faith as the Church has carefully 

passed them down from the Lord (not being a “know-it-all” using our own thinking alone).  We have to 

live as a disciple (an ongoing “student”) of Jesus - for our own sakes, and so that we can know what to 

correct in others.  A loving response is an informed and knowledgeable response - not a “know-it-all 

response.  The goal is to keep ourself on the path, and to help others also stay on the path too. 

 Now this gets us to the third thing.   Jesus says today: Can a blind person guide a blind person?  

Will not both fall into a pit?  We have to sharpen our sight or we will be the one falling into error.  If we 

are blind to our own faults and try to correct others, we will both get worse.  We must speak to the other 

out of Love (not to one-up them, or make ourselves look better), we must speak to them with true Godly 

knowledge (and not just out of our own personal opinions or parroting a cultural philosophy), and we 

must also have an attitude of humility.  We must recognize that we are still learning too, that we have our 

own faults, that we are in this with the other person - not superior to them.  As Jesus puts it, you can’t 

just say: let me remove that splinter in your eye,’ when you do not even notice the wooden beam in your 

own eye?  We can’t focus so much on the fault of the other that we ignore our own faults.  That is the 

way the know-it-all does it.   Jesus says to the know-it-all:  You hypocrite!  Remove the wooden beam 

from your eye first; then you will see clearly to remove the splinter in [someone else’s] eye.  Only when 

we work to gain enough Godly knowledge to see our own faults will we be able to see beyond them to 

give accurate, and loving, feedback to others.  By removing the beam in our own eye (and being humble 

enough to let others help us) we remove a huge barrier to helping others.  Not as a know-it-all does it, 

but as a knowledgable and loving brother or sister in Christ.


